
To whom it may concern 

07/10/15 

Anna Heinrich & Leon Palmer 

I have known Anna Heinrich & Leon Palmer for over 15 years. In initially met them when I was 

working as Visual Arts Officer at Southern Arts the then regional arts board for central southern 

England. I continued to follow their work in the public realm with interest until I left Arts Council 

England to pursue freelance projects in 2006. I currently work part time for the National Trust, 

managing a programme of exhibitions commissions and artists’ residencies at Mottisfont near 

Romsey in Hampshire. 

In 2013 Anna & Leon were selected to undertake one of six three-month residencies at Mottisfont  

to explore and research the history, architecture and environment at Mottisfont to create a site 

responsive work that could be installed for a minimum of six months. Alongside their own research 

and production they worked co-creatively with a mixed group of students from Winchester School of 

Art and members of a local U3A group. They are articulate and engaging communicators with a 

willingness to share their creative process with others. 

The work they created ‘Raison d’Etre’ was an intriguing, remarkably beautiful infinitely reflecting 

garden with the small space of one of the loose boxes in the stable block at Mottisfont, transforming 

and expanding space that was previously given little attention by visitors.  This work was built and 

installed in a heritage environment which required them to devise a method of construction that 

was robust and safe for public interaction, but could not be fixed into the fabric of the building. The 

work was very well received by Mottisfont’s staff and volunteers as well as the general public. 

They were subsequently selected for a commission to devise a large-scale two dimensional piece for 

the new visitor facilities at Mottisfont due to open in November 2015. 

In all my dealings with Anna & Leon I have found them to be extremely professional, delivering high 

quality, intriguing work on time and on budget with a clear creative vision but also with a degree of 

flexibility in their approach which enables them  to respond effectively and positively to changes and 

variations in the context or requirements of a project. 

In short I have always found them to be a pleasure to work with and have no hesitation 

recommending them. 

Kind regards, 

Phil Smith 

Arts Programme Advisor - National Trust, Mottisfont  phil.smith@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Co-Director – SPUD www.spudgroup.org.uk 

07940 236806 
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